Frequency distribution of early glaucomatous visual field defects.
The optimization of visual field screening programs for glaucoma requires precise knowledge of where glaucoma defects occur and whether any relation exists between the size of defects and the associated retinal disease. The visual field results from 109 eyes of patients with early glaucomatous damage were investigated with a Friedmann Mark II Visual Field Analyser. The frequency distribution of scotomas as a function of location demonstrated that the tested field could be divided into four zones, one where scotomas occur frequently, one where scotomas occur a reasonable number of times, one where scotomas occur rarely, and one which corresponds to the blind spot (BS) region. The distribution of scotoma size in the first three zones was found to be about the same. Differences among the distributions of defects measured in this study and those of previous studies are attributed to different examination techniques.